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AGAINST 


MADISON'S  WAR, 


BEING    AN   EXHIBITION    OF     THE    LATE     PRESIDENT   JEFFERSON's 

OPINION  OF    THE    IMPOLICY,    AND    FOLLY    OF    ALL  WARS, 

ESPKIALLY      FOR     THE     UNITED     STATES,     TOGRTHER 

»riTH    SOME   REMARKS    ON     THE      PRESENT 

WAR,  AND    THE  PROPRIETY  OF  CHOOS- 

ING    ELECTORS  "WHO  WILL   VOTE 

FOR  A 

PEACE  PRESIDENT. 


BY  A 

TRUE  REPUBLICAN, 
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TO  THE  OLD  REPUBLICANS  OF  MASSACHUSETTS 
AND  THE  FORMER  SUPPORTERS  OF  THOMAS 
JEFFERSON. 

my'brethren, 

No  man  despises  more  heartily  than  I  do,  a 
turncoat,  an  unsteady,  changing,  unprincipled  man. 
I  respect  men  the  more  for  their  steady  adherence  to 
their  party,  and  their  political  opinions,  provided  they 
have  been  formed  after  due  deliberation,  and  are  given 
up  as  soon  as  they  are  convinced  that  they  are  errone- 
ous.— But  though  this  principle  of  a  constant  andreeo- 
lute  adherence  to  one's  political  opinions  be  certainly 
honourable  and  generally  safe,  yet  we  ought  to  be  es- 
pecially on  our  guard  lest  we  confound  this  useful  rule 
with  an  adherence  to  particular  men,  who  may  and 
often  do  deceive  us.  "  Measures  and  not  men" — "a 
government  of  laws  and  not  of  men" — are  two  of  the 
oldest,  and  though  the  most  familiar,  not  the  least  im- 
portant of  our  republican  maxims.  Men  may  change, 
principles  cannot.  Power  may  make  men  forget  right, 
as  Mr.  Jefferson  used  to  say  ;  but  right  itself,  and 
wrong,  never  vary. 

Of  all  the  men  whose  principles  have  attached  the  re- 
publicans tothenijMr.  Jefterson  certainly  stood  the  high- 
est, and  Mr.  Madison  owes  all  his  reputation  with  us, 
to  the  belief  that  the  mantle  of  the  former,  like  that  of 
the  prophet  Elijah,  had  descended  upon  him. 

If,  therefore,  my  fellow-republicans,  I  can  shew  you, 
that  Mr.  Madison  has  departed  from  all  the  old  and 
excellent  and  prudent  maxims  \vhich  endeared  Mr. 
Jefferson  to  the  republican  party  ;  that  he  has  gone  di- 
rectly counter  to  all  the  measures  which  Jefferson  pur- 
sued, and  the  principles  which  he  and  you  have  ever 
maintained ;  why  I  trust,  that  you  will  with  me  prefer 
to  stand  by  your  pi  inciples,  rather  than  the  man  who 
violates  them,  and  vou  will  see,  if  vou  cannot  select 
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dated  Philadelphia,  March  23d  1798,  and  which  I 
shall  print  at  large  for  your  edification,  and  conviction 
of  the  folly  and  impolicy  of  the  present  war. 

Mr.  Jefferson" s  Letter  to  Sir  John  Sinclair. 

*'  I  am  fixed  in  awe  at  the  mighty  conflict  to  which 
"  two  great  nations  are  advancing,  and  recoil  with /20;'- 
"  ror  at  the  ferociousness  of  man.  Will  nations  never 
"  devise  a  more  rational  umpire  of  difl:erence  than 
''^ force  ?  Are  there  no  means  of  coercing  injustice 
"more  gratifying  to  our  nature  than  the  waste  of  the 
"  blood  of  thousands,  and  the  labour  of  millions  of  our 
"  fellow  men '?  We  see  numerous  societies  of  men, 
(the  aborigines  of  this  country)  (our  red  brethren) 
living  together  without  laws  or  magistracy.  Yet 
they  live  in  peace  among  themselves,  and  acts  of  vi- 
"olence  and  injury  arc  as  rare  as  in  nations  which 
"  keep  the  sword  of  law  in  perpetual  activity. 

"  Public  reproach  and  refusal  of  common  offices, 
•'  interdiction  of  commerce  and  comforts  of  society, 
"  are  found  as  eftectual  as  the  coarser  means  of  force. — 
"  Nations,  like  individuals,  stand  towards  each  other 
"  only  in  the  relations  of  natural  right.  Might  they 
"  not  like  them  be  peaceably  punished  for  violence  and 
"wrong?  Wonderful  has  been  the  progress  of  hu- 
•'  man  improvement  in  other  times.  Let  us  hope  then 
"  that  the  law  of  nature  which  makes  virtuous  conduct 
"  produce  benefit ;  vice,  loss  to  the  agent  in  the  long 
"  run  ;  which  has  sanctioned  the  common  maxim, 
"  that  honesty  is  the  best  policy,  will  in  time  influence 
"  the  proceedings  of  nations,  as  well  as  of  individuals  ; 
"  that  we  shall  at  length  be  sensible,  that  xvar  is  an  in- 
' '  strument  entirely  inefficient  towards  redressing 
"  wvonifSy  and  that  it  multiplies  instead  of  indcnmifying 
'-'■losses.  Had  the  money  spent  in  the  present  war 
"  (between  Great  Britain  and  France)  been  employed 
•'  in  making  roads  and  cutting  canals,  not  a  hovel  in 
"  the  remotest  corner  of  the  highlands  of  Scotland, 
"  or  mountains  of  Auvergne  would  have  been  with- 
'=out  a  boat  at  its  door,  or  a  rill  of  water  in  its  field, 
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M.  Madison,  as  if  he  despised  that  voice,  that  warn- 
ing voice,  which  made  itself  so  audibly  heard  in   the 
sudden   disgrace   and    downfall   of  Mr.   Adams,  has 
not   only  agreed   to  fill   up   the  old   standing  army 
amounting  to  ten  thousand   men,  but  has  agreed  to 
add  a  new  permanent  standing  force  of  twenty-five 
thousand  more.     Thus  this  free  republick,  so  remote 
from  the  collisions  and  contests  of  the  old  world,  finds 
itself  saddled  with  a  greater  military  force  than  Great 
Britain  maintained  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne,  only  one 
century  ago.     This  measure  is  in  direct  opposition  to 
the  principles  upon  which  Mr.  Madison  was  original- 
ly supported,  and  to  the  XdiudLdhX^  practice  of  Mr.  Jef-^ 
ferson,  who,  during  his  eight  years  presidency,  actti^^ 
ally  reduced,  instead  of  increasing  the  standing  troops. ' 
I  shall  quit  this  branch  of  the  subject  by  simply  stat- 
ing the  annual  expence  of  the  force   now  ordered   to 
be  raised.     If  we  could  maintain  our  troops  as  cheap 
as  they  do  in  France,  the  annual  expence  ^vould  be- ; 
about  7  millions  of  dollars,  and  that  of  the  volunteers, 
whom  tlie  President  is  ordered  to  accept,   would  be 
10   millions  more.     But  as  the  pay,  provisions,  and 
other  munitions  of  war  are  nearly  double  in  this  coun- 
try what  they  are  in  France,  Mr.  Gallatin,  our  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  has  very  moderately  calculated ' 
the  annual  expenses  of  the  war  at  thirty  millions  ofdol- ' 
lars.      The  proportion  which  will  fall  upon  the  State 
of  Massachusetts,  according  to  the  federal  constitution,  • 
will  be  three  millions  of  dollars.     In  order  that  my  re^l  ■ 
publican  brethren  may  judge  of  the  enormous  weight 
of  this  debt  1  will  only  add,  that  our  annual  State  tax 
amounts  to  150,000  dollars.  '> 

Thus  one  year's  war  taxes  upon  this  State  must 
amount  to  just  twenty  years  taxes,  assessed  by  our  own 
immediate  government. 

Now  we  may  with  great  propriety  in  this  place  no-' 
tice  the  force  and  justice  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  remark, 
that  "if  we  go  to  war  to  redress  our  wrongs  by  the 
depredations  of  belligerents  we  shall  plunsre  deeper  in- 
to loss."  I       ^         \ 
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sioned  by  wai\     The  very  intelligent  and  comprehen 
sive  mind  of  Mr.  Jefferson  took  in  distant  consequences, 
as  well  as  immediate  effects. 

He  included  in  this  half  a  century  of  injuries,  the  ac- 
tual and  dreadful  loss  of  capital  by  captures — the  divi- 
sion of  the  accustomed  trade  of  other  countries,  which 
we  had  been  habituated  to  supply,  into  other  channels, 
and  which  Ave  may  never  again  regain — the  loss  in  that 
part  of  our  capital  invested  in  stores  and  wharves,  and 
in   dwelling-houses  for  our  merchants,  who  will   be 
obliged  to  quit  our  towns — the  change  of  the  habits  of 
our  young  men,  who  will  be  forced  from  employments 
profitable  to  the  state,  to  the  useless,  expensive,  danger- 
ous and  unprofitable  occupation  of  arms — the  suspen- 
sion of  the  labour  and  accustomed  occupations  of  one 
halfmillionof  men,  employed  in  collecting  lumber,  tak- 
ing and  curing  fish,  making  potashes,  raising,   killing 
and  preparing  beef  and  pork,  and  the  thousand  arts 
connected  with  ship  building  and  navigation.      Hence 
it  was,  that  our  republican  father,  Washington,  and  our 
republican  friend,  Jefferson,  thought  that  wars  in  our 
infant  and  feeble  state  would  be  '^o permanently  injurious 
to  this  young,  but  enterprising  and  growing  country. 

The  third  maxim  of  republicans,  which  induced  us  to 
change  Mr.  Adams's  administration  for  Mr.  Jefferson's, 
w-as,  that  in  a  young  and  free  country,  the  taxes  should 
be  as  light  as  possible,  and  all  those  expensive  and  odi- 
ous modes  of  taxation  should  be  avoided,  which  have  a 
tendency  to  multiply  the  number  of  officers,  and  to  har- 
rass  and  vex  the  people  in  their  ordinary  concerns. 

The  stamp  act  laid  by  Great-Britain  convulsed  our 
country  to  its  centre.  The  excises  raised  a  rebellion 
among  the  republicans  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  land 
tax  was  deservedly  odious  throughout  the  United 
States. 

Accordin2;lv  Mr.  Jefferson,  in  compliance  with  the 
wishes  of  the  republicans,  recommended  the  repeal  of 
all  these  odious  taxes,  and  they  were  repealed. 

But  this  dreadful  and  imnecessary  war  has  driven 
Mr.  Madison  to  such  straiis,  that  he  has  been  compeK 
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no  other  effecls  of  it  but  his  increased  patronage  from 
the  number  of  officers  created  by  the  vast  standing 
army,  and  by  the  losses  occasioned  in  that  army  by 
death  and  capture  ;  to  such  a  President,  who  is  sure 
to  receive  his  twenty-five  thousand  dollars,  if  there  is 
as  much  left  in  the  treasury,  or  if  so  much  can  be  bor- 
rowed or  forced  from  the  poor  citizen  by  taxes,  a  war 
is  a  mighty  pretty  sort  of  thing*.  It  increases  his  pow- 
er. It  is  a  sort  of  game,  at  ^vhich  he  can  play  with  as 
much  coolness  as  he  would  at  a  game  of  checquers  or 
chess.  But  he  knows  nothing  of  the  suiferings  of  the 
citizens.  Their  complaints  hardly  ever  reach  his  palace, 
and  if  the}'  are  wafted  thither  from  a  distance,  they  are 
overpowered  by  the  adulations  and  clamours  of  those 
who  surround  him,  seeking  for  offices  and  salaries  and 
epaulets,  for  all  which  the  suffering  people  are  to  pay. 

It  was  on  this  account  that  the  repubhcans  always 
thought,  that  it  was.  important,  that  the  President  should^ 
at  stated  times,  retui'n  to  private  life,  and  be  succeed- 
ed by  a  new  man,  who,  going  from  the  ??iidst  of  the 
people^  should  carry  with  him  a  knowledge  of  and  a 
icelfng  for  their  sufferings.  The  provision  of  the  con- 
stitution is  a  dead-letter,  if  a  man  can  be  continued 
for  life. 

But  there  is  another  species  of  rotation  not  provid- 
ed for  by  the  constitution,  but  which  is  of  infinite  im- 
portance. 

I  mean  a  rotation  of  political  power  between  the 
several  States.  The  United  States  are  composed  of 
many  distinct  sovereignties,  which  although  in  some 
points  they  have  a  common  interest,  yet  a  man  must 
be  blind  who  does  not  perceive,  that  they  have  also  dis- 
tinct and  separate  interests.  Virginia  raises  tobacco 
and  flour  ;  she  owns  but  little  shipping  comparatively. 
A  state  of  things  may  exist  which  may  be  ruinous  to 
New- York  and  Massachusetts,  and  yet  highly  benefi- 
cial to  Virginia.  Such  a  state  of  things  now  exists. 
Virginia  is  growing  rich  by  the  war.  Her  flour  is  all 
c}«ported  at  immense  and  unheard  of  prices.  But  the 
Northern  States  can  export  little  or  nothing  ;  and  what 
with  the  failure  of  their  crops,  and  the  enhanced  price 
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with  him  a  sympathy,  and  must  feel  a  disposition  to 
relieve  the  distresses  of  the  Commercial  States. 

Is  this  doctrine  unfair  ?  Does  this  look  like  jealousy  ? 
Does  this  tend  to  disunion  ?  What  do  we  humbly  ask 
for  ?  Why,  that  once  in  twenty  years,  the  great  State 
of  New- York,  whose  interests  are  the  same  with  New- 
England,  a  state  possessing  one  million  of  souls  (and 
together  with  New- England,  holding  more  than  two 
millions)  should  iiave  the  privilege  of  a  rukr  v/ho 
knows  and  feels  for  its  interest. 

These  are  true  republican  doctrines.  They  are  the 
means  of  preserving,  not  of  destroying  the  union ; 
the  way  to  destroy  the  union  is  to  suffer  these  jealous- 
ies to  grow  until  they  become  too  formidable  for  re- 
sistance, which  may  be  the  case  if  Virginiim  interests 
and  pohticks  are  suffered  forever  to  prevail. 

Having  stated  the  several  republican  principles  which 
have  been  of  late  strangely  perverted  or  overlooked,  I 
shall  now  jMoceed  to  make  some  remarks  on  the  pre- 
sent ^var,  for  which,  having  been  suddenly  and  unex- 
j)ectedly  recommended  by  Mr.  Madison,  he  must  be 
considered  as  responsible ;  and  if,  from  a  view  of  the 
whole  matter,  my  republican  friends  shall  agree  with 
me,  that  it  was  prematurely  commenced,  and  is  un- 
skilfully and  improperly  prosecuted,  they  will  have  no 
hesitation  in  preferring  arivther  republican^  who  will 
either  put  an  end  to  it,  or  who  will  prosecute  it  with 
more  ability  and  honour. 

I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  we  had  not  ample  cause 
of  war  against  Great  Britain.  God  forbid,  that  I  should 
extenuate  my  country's  wrongs. 

But  I  do  say, 

First,  that  I  agree  with  Mr.  Jefierson,  that  war  is  a 
very  inefficient  mode  of  redressing  our  wrongs. 

2ndly,  That  these  wrongs  could  have  been  much 
better  redressed  by  negotiation. 

3dly,  That  the  war  was  commenced  without  due 
preparation. 
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versary  a  blow*  on  the  eye,  if,  at  the  return  blow,  his 
adversary  can  knock  his  brains  out. 

So  as  to  Canada,  suppose  we  get  it  at  the  expence 
of  ten  thousand  men  ;  and  we  have  already  lost  three 
thousand  five  hundred  without  rainins:  an  inch  of 
p;round,  and  with  the  further  loss  of  tvtenty  millions  of 
dollars;  how  stands  the  account?  Why  Britain  has 
lost  what  she  did  not  want,  we  shall  have  gained  what 
we  cannot  keep,  arid  what  we  do  not  desire,  and  what 
Britain  would  have  sold  us  for  half  the  money. 

Now  at  the  end  of  the  campaign,  or  of  the  several 
campaigns,  when  we  shall  have  waded  through  our  own 
blood,  and  over  our  own  bags  of  gold  to  Canada,  which 
will  he  most  weakened,  we  or  Great  Britain  ? 

Will  this  conquer  the  freedom  of  the  seas  ?  "W'ill 
this  compel  her  to  yield  lier  maritime  superiority  ?  As 
well  might  you  expect  a  brave  man  to  yield  to  his  ad- 
versary, because  he  had  knocked  oft'  his  hat. 

But  secondly.  Our  wrongs  could  have  been  better 
adjusted  by  negotiation.  I  have  but  two  words  to  say 
on  this  point.  I  have  shown  under  the  last  head,  that 
they  could  not  have  been  worse  adjusted  than  by  war, 

I  have  only  to  add  two  things.  First,  that  they 
must  finally  be  settled  by  negotiation.  All  wars,  how- 
ever violent,  end  in  that ;  of  course  negotiation  xvithout 
suffering  would  have  been  better  than  negotiation  after 
such  immense  losses,  unless  we  expect  to  be  success- 
ful in  humbling  Great  Britain,  which  I  have  shown  we 
shall  probably  not  be. 

2ndly,  That  even  without  negotiation  Great  Britain 
has  yielded  the  great  point,  and' no  doubt  negotiation 
would  soon  have  settled  the  rest. 

3dly,  We  say  that  the  war  was  commenced  with- 
out due  preparation.  This  is  chargeable  to  Mr. 
Madison,  and  to  him  only  ;  Congress  are  not  respon- 
sible for  that  ;  it  was  a  pure  executive  duty.  Need  I 
prove  this  assertion,  that  we  were  unprepared  ?  Where 
were  the  35000  men  who  were  to  carry  Canada  at  a 
stroke  ?  Not  5000  of  them  yet  raised.  Wliere  were 
the  50,000  volunteers  ?  Not  2000  vet  in  service. 
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•'  If  your  wife  and  your  child  were  dini>'erously  sick, 
and  your  family  phvbician  appeared  to  be  unable  or  in- 
competent to  cure  them,  would  you  call  in  another 
physician,  or  would  you  let  them  die?" 

This  gentleman  is  a  staunch  republican,  and  at  the 
head  of  one  of  the  electoral  tickets.  Everv  man  can  see 
the  application,  and  every  prudent  man  will  apply  the 
remedy. 

Lastly,  the  great  and  principal  cause  cf  the  war  has 
been  removed. 

Since  the  war  was  declared,  the  orders  in  Council 
have  been  rescinded,  so  that  our  trade,  if  peace  was 
made,  would    now  be   free  to  every  part  of  the  globe. 

VVe  should  again  have  the  profits  of  an  unrivalled 
neutrality  ; — our  wilderness  would  blossom  as  the 
rose  ; — the  hum  of  industry  would  be  heard  in  our 
streets,  and  the  din  of  arms,  the  horrors  of  carnage, 
and  the  distress  of  war  would  cease. 

But  Mr.  Madison  has  refused  even  an  annistice — 
Unprepared SiS  we  are  for  hostile  attack,  he  is  unwillir,g 
even  to  suspend  the  horrors  of  a  disgraceful  war. 

How  we  are  to  interpret  this  conduct,  so  inconsistent 
with  cur  best  interests,  so  much  at  var.auce  with  the 
excellent  and  humane  principles  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  I 
am  unable  to  determine. 

Having  shewn  the  evils  of  war  generally,  its  total  in- 
efficiency to  attain  its  objects  (which  are  a  redress  of 
our  wrongs)  I  shall  conclude  by  stating  its  peculiar  ef- 
fects on  Massachusetts ;  on  the  province  of  Maine  ; 
and  on  the  old  colony. 

In  a  great  and  extended  country,  it  is  impossible 
that  the  interests  should  be  the  same  throughout  the 
jvvhole.  While  Virginia  and  the  Southern  States  are 
ioting  in  luxury  by  the  unexampled  high  price  of 
our  which  Great  Britain  purchases  by  means  of  iicen- 
es,  and  particularly  by  neutral  flags,  the  unfoitunate 
3tate  of  Massachusetts  is  bleeding  at  every  pore.  The 
vhole  of  this  disastrous  war  falls  upon  us.  We  have 
lO  staple  produce  which  our  enemy  wants ;  our  ships 
re  laid  up  to  roi  at  our  wharves  ;  our  stores  will  soon 
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As  to  the  inhabitants  of  Barnstable,  that  hardy,  indus- 
trious, and  virtuous  race  of  men  ;  tliey  appear  to  be  de- 
voted to  ruin.  It  seems  as  if  the  war,  and  its  natural  con- 
sequences, were  intended  for  their  special  destruction. 

To  what  resource  can  these  honest  repubhcans  look 
up  in  this  tremendous  conflict  ?  What  are  the  means  of 
support  left  to  them  ■? 

The  protecting  hand  of  government  withdrawn  from 
their  manufactories  cf  salt  I  Even  the  ocean  from 
^x  hich  thtv  are  now  interdicted,  might  have  afforded 
them  some  sustenance  by  their  industr}',  applied  to  a 
manufacture,  which  all  the  nation  wants.  But  even  this 
resource  is  weakened  I  They  will,  after  a  few  years  war, 
have  nothing  left  to  subsist  on  but  their  tears  ! 

After  having  expended  vast  sums  in  edifices  to  sup- 
plv  the  countr\-  with  a  necessary-  of  life,  even  during  a 
war  which  will  render  the  encouragement  of  such  man- 
ufactures so  important,  the  aid  of  government  is  \vith- 
dra%^-n,  because  a  \'irginia  planter  who  makes  them  pay 
eleven  dollars  a  barrel  for  flour,  will  not  consent  to  pay 
ten  cents  a  year  for  seasoning  the  luxuries  on  his  table. 

While  too  the  protecting  duty,  which  first  gave  ex- 
istence and  vigour  to  this  useful  manufacture,  is  with- 
drawn, the  double  duties  on  tea,  and  other  foreign  arti- 
cles, which  must  be  paid  by  the  consumer,  operate 
most  cruelly  upon  these  unfortunate  people,  ^\ilo  ap- 
pear to  be  ihrox\-n  out  of  the  protection  of  the  gov- 
ernment. Even  their  complaints  and  remonstrances 
are  treated  with  contempt,  and  the  most  unpopular  and 
odious  officers  are  continued,  as  it  were,  for  the  puq)ose 
of  offending  and  outraging  the  feelings  of  a  \\hole 
people. 

Upon  the  %\  hole  may  we  not  say  that  the  interest  of 
all  the  republicans  of  Massachusetts  calls  upon  them 
strenuously  to  exert  themselves  to  eflfect  a  change  of 
rulers  ;  not  a  change  of/>;  rnciples,  but  a  change  oi'men. 

Ought  we  not  to  prefer  a  northern  President  in  this 
eventful  period  ?  a  man  friendly  to  commerce,  because 
he  is  acquainted  with  its  interests ;  a  man  firmly  at- 
tached to  republican  principles,  unifoinily  eurporled 
by  the  repubhcans  of  his  own  state  ;  a  man  of  vJgorou?i 
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